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Barrie Municipal Non-Profit Housing Corporation 

was incorporated in March of 1985 to manage and 

develop affordable housing in the City of Barrie. 

Since it’s inception Barrie Housing has been com-

mitted to fostering communities in which tenants 

feel a sense of belonging and have the opportuni-

ty to thrive within those communities. 

Barrie Housing remains dedicated to collaboration 

with community organizations, consistently im-

proving relations to understand the needs and ex-

pectations of tenants and promoting a sense of 

ownership and pride amongst tenants. 

Happy Birthday, Barrie Housing!  To the next 35 

years! 

Upcoming Holidays 

 Family Day—February 17, 2020 

 Good Friday—April 10, 2020 

 Easter Monday—April 13, 2020 

The offices will be closed.  Please contact 

the Emergency After Hours number for 

emergencies on these dates. 

The Barrie Housing Newsletter is available online at 

www.barriehousing.com under our “News” section 

and is released quarterly.  Please watch for signs in 

your building for when newest editions are posted. 

Paper copies can be requested by contacting Karey 

Comer at karey@barriehousing.com or by calling 705-

727-0414 ext 222 



Happy Holidays! 

Nancy and AnneMarie decorate the 

lobby at Coulter Glen (above) 

Tenants celebrate the season with 

dinner at Coulter Glen (right) 

Housing Worker, Braedan greeted 

everyone with a smile at Coulter 

Glen for dinner on Dec. 18 (far right) 

Warm wishes to all the tenants who came out to cele-

brate the season with us!  Despite the blustery weather 

on Dec. 18, tenants at Coulter Glen enjoyed turkey din-

ner , trivia and prizes with their friends and neighbours.  

Thank you to everyone for making this such an enjoyable 

evening! 

 

On December 19 families at      

Summitview came together for hot 

chocolate, cookie decorating, crafts 

and games to share in the holiday 

spirit together.   



Tenant Satisfaction Surveys 

 

Thank you the hundreds of tenants who completed the 

2019 Tenant Satisfaction Surveys. 

These surveys give us the greatest indication of Barrie 

Housings most important opportunities for improvement.  

We continue to strive to improve our service and delivery 

for all tenants and your input is invaluable in this process.   

Tenant Satisfaction Surveys are completed annually on a 

volunteer basis and can be submitted anonymously if so 

desired.  These surveys will continue to be conducted an-

nually to monitor and report on the progress made in     

increasing tenant satisfaction. 

This year, those who completed annual surveys had the 

option to provide their personal information in order to be 

included in a draw for two $250 Walmart gift cards. 

Congratulations to Graciete and Heather, last years lucky 

draw  winners! 

Congrats to the winners of our 

Satisfaction Survey draws! 

Above: Graciete from Deerhurst 

Below: Heather from Coulter 

Tenant Volunteers Wanted 

Attention tenants!  Barrie Housing wants your help. 

Do you like to garden?  Do you have an idea for a program you want to 

run?  Do you have ideas on how to increase the social opportunities in 

your building? 

Contact Karey Comer at karey@barriehousing.com with your thoughts 

and how we at Barrie Housing can help facilitate these ideas into action 



Fire Safety 

Candles: 

 Keep matches and lighters out of children’s 

reach 

 Always burn candles in a stable candle holder 

 Never leave lit candles unattended near pets, 

small children or decorations 

 Put of candles by wetting the wicks before 

going to sleep or leaving the room 

Smoking: 

• If you smoke, smoke outside.  Smoking is 

not permitted in units, or on unit balco-

nies. 

• Keep cigarettes, lighters, matches and oth-

er materials out of reach of children 

• Use an ashtray or site provided butt sta-

tions to put out your cigarette.  Do not 

throw cigarette butts in vegetation such as 

mulch, potted plants, dried grass, leaves or 

anything that could catch on fire. 

• E-Cigarettes can also catch fire.  Never 

leave a charging e-cigarette unattended 

Cook With Caution: 

 If you are sleepy or impaired, don’t use the 

stove 

 Stay in your home when cooking food. 

Stay in the kitchen when cooking at high 

temperatures or using oil 

 Check on food that is simmering, roasting 

or baking regularly 

 Keep anything that can catch fire away 

from the stove (oven mitts, wooden uten-

sils, towels and packaging) 

Grease Fires 

If you have a small grease fire, put the 

flames out by sliding a lid over the pan 

and turn off the burner.  Leave the pan 

covered until it has completely cooled!  

Do not pour water on a grease fire, it will 

only spread. 

In case of an oven fire, turn off the heat 

and leave the door closed! 

 

IN AN EMERGENCY, ALWAYS 

CALL 911 

Fire  Prevention 

Tips 

  

The top two causes 

of home fires are 

careless cooking 

and careless   

smoking. 



Emergency Preparedness: 

Fire Safety Preparation 

 

Learn the fire emergency procedures and evacuation routes 

for your building. 

 

Make sure the smoke alarm is working in your unit.  If it isn’t 

working, call the maintenance line at 705-727-1101 ext. 333 or 

After Hours Emergency line at 705-739-4369 

after 4:30pm or on weekends. 

 

If you have  pets, have a plan for someone to watch them if you 

become displaced.  Many   shelters and hotels will not allow 

pets. 

 

Keep you tenant insurance up-to-date.   

Insurance provides you with liability coverage, contents replacement 

and emergency living expenses (shelter and meals).   

If you have benefits from Ontario Works or Ontario Disability Support 

Program, your insurance costs may be covered under your housing allowance.  Talk to 

your case worker for more information. 

Affordable tenant insurance is available through HSC Tenant Insurance Program.  

They can be reached at 1-866-940-5111 



Emergency Preparedness: 

What To Do During a Fire Emergency 

 

If you discover a fire: 

 Leave the area of the fire immediately. 

 Close any doors behind you. 

 Yell “FIRE!” to warn others 

 Use the closest fire alarm pull station. 

 If safe to do so, leave the building by the nearest exit. 

 

When you hear the fire alarm: 

 If it’s safe to do so, leave your unit and close the door behind you 

 Leave the building by the nearest safe exit 

 DO NOT take the elevator 

 

If you cannot evacuate:  

 Look for shelter in your unit 

 Keep your front door closed!  Seal any cracks with wet towels or sheets to keep the smoke out 

 Call 911 to tell Emergency Services that you are in your unit.  If it is safe and you are able to do so, 

wave a bright cloth or item of clothing from a balcony or open window to let firefighters know 

where you are. 

 Never take the elevator dur-

ing a fire emergency. 

 When you are outside and 

have reached a safe space, 

dial 911 to report the fire. 

Keep these items handy in case of emergency: 

 A list of your medical conditions, treatments and 

medications 

 An emergency contact list 

 Valid photo I.D. 



Kidz Club is a free after school program offered through Big 

Church for children ages 4-12. 

For more program information and bus pick up schedule 

please visit their website at www.kidzclubbarrie.com or con-

tact Maddie Newman, Director at maddie.n@bigchurch.cc 

The EarlyON Centres offer families/care providers with chil-

dren prenatal through 6 years, a range of core services 

which can assist them in their parenting or caregiving role as 

well as provide a safe environment where children can ex-

perience a variety of learning activities and practice new 

found skills.  

Various programs are facilitated through satellite locations 

at our Allanview (Monday), Northfields (Tuesday), Tim-

bercrest (Tuesday) and Summitview (Wednesday) locations. 

For full program details please visit their website at 

www.empowersimcoe.ca or drop in to check out the pro-

grams in person. 

MotherCare (Canada Prenatal Nutrition Program) provides support to wom-

en who are pregnant, or with babies up to eight weeks of age, living in 

Simcoe County, and who have low income or are receiving social assistance. 

There is no referral needed.  

CAPC programs provide fun and inclusive activities to support healthy fami-

lies. Activities relate to nutrition, health, parenting and child development. 

CAPC programs help parents recognize the needs of their children, and help 

them connect to resources that will support those needs, so each child is 

ready for school and ready to make the best possible start in life.  

MotherCare and Community Action Programs for Children will be facil-

itated from our Coulter Glen Community Hub beginning in February. 



CMHA ON-SITE 

Canadian Mental Health Association Out Reach Workers have been onsite at our Coulter 

Glen, Summitview and Edgehill locations.   

CMHA’s non-judgemental, knowledgeable staff can assist with providing support in navigating the 

health system specializing in mental health and addiction services.  Please know, these services are 

safe and confidential.  It’s FREE to call and make an appointment or walk in during site hours to check 

availability.  Please check the lobby of the above noted buildings for on-duty times and contact infor-

mation. 

If you or someone you know is struggling and requires support before this time, please call Canadian 

Mental Health Associations CRISIS LINE at 705-728-5044. 

You can also access CMHA ON DUTY (Walk-In) service at 90 Mulcaster St in Barrie or call (705) 726-

5033 Monday to Friday from 9a-4p 

Rogers Connected for Success Internet Plan 

Rent Geared to Income tenants may be eligible to take advantage of this Rogers plan.   

Plan includes 30GB per month, free installation and no credit checks, 10Mbps download speed for $9.99/m 

plus applicable taxes.   

To find out more please contact 1-866-689-0758 between 9am and 6pm Monday through Friday.  

Upcoming Tax Clinics 

 

Barrie Housing is hoping to provide 

free tax clinics to tenants in the com-

ing tax season.  Please check your site 

bulletin boards in the coming weeks 

for more information. 

Tax Receipts can be requested online 

at www.barriehouseing.com or by 

phone at  705-812-6433.  Housing 

Workers will no longer be making 

these requests on behalf of tenants. 

Contact information 

Tenant Services, 549 Yonge St —705-727-0414 

Head Office, 72 Ross St—705-727-1101 

Maintenance Requests –705-727-1101 ext 333 

 

After Hours Emergency Number—705-739-4369 

After 4:30pm weeknights and weekends. 

Emergencies Include:  Fire, water damage, leakage, loss 

of heat, loss of hydro, loss of water. 

Barrie Police: 705-725-7025 / 911 for serious emergen-

cies 

 



Licious Italian Bakery Café opened it’s doors at 490 Mapleview 

West , Barrie in December 2019.  This local, family owned estab-

lishment  had two desires for their new business: Feed people 

great food and give back to the community that supports them. 

They are accomplishing both!   

Licious has provided Barrie Housing  staff with free  “day old” 

bread, buns and pastries for 

individuals and families to be 

delivered across our various sites since their opening.   

Owners Rosie, Carm and Charlie hated the thought of 

throwing away bakery items at the end of the day, as so 

many businesses do.  Their business would much prefer 

these items fill someone’s belly before filling a compost 

pile.  It’s shocking to learn just how much is thrown away 

by restaurants and grocery stores.  Licious is doing their best to make sure this doesn’t hap-

pen. 

Thank you Licious!   

Barrie Housing was very excited and grateful 

to be a part of the Rock 95/KOOL FM Toy Drive 

again this Christmas season. 

Thank you to everyone who took the time to 

donate, Rock 95 for coordinating the drive and  

to our Housing Workers and Senior Housing 

Manager for picking up, organizing and deliver-

ing packages to  various families before the 

holidays. 



Community Events 

Winter Lights Display 

The Rotary Club of Barrie presents a spectacular display of lights to celebrate winter 

here in Barrie.  Located at Heritage Park (5 Simcoe Street) this free display runs until 

the end of February 2020. 

Winterfest 

Winterfest will be held Feb 1-2 2020 from 10am-5pm at Heritage Park (5 Simcoe 

Street) and throughout Downtown Barrie.  Outdoor activities include mini-tube run, 

ice maze, horse-drawn wagon rides and a polar bear dip for the truly brave!  Admis-

sion is free, activities subject to fee.  For more information visit:  

https://www.barrie.ca/Culture/Festivals/Pages/Winterfest.aspx 

Barrie Public Library 

Both branches of the Barrie Public Library offer various programs, events and classes 

to suit most everybody.  Want to learn a new language?  Join one of their conversa-

tion circles!  Want to catch a movie?  Join a movie night!  Need help with your tech-

nology skills?  Barrie Public Library can help by joining one of their Tech Coach ses-

sions.  For a full calendar of listings please visit:    

http://barrielibrary.libnet.info/events  

Barrie Job Fair 

Will be held on January 23, 2020 from 1pm-3pm at the Holiday Inn Hotel (20 Fair-

view Rd). 

Job seekers are welcome to attend to connect with HR Managers, Recruiters and hir-

ing organizations within the Barrie and surrounding areas.  For full information and 

registration, please visit:  

http://www.jobscanadafair.com/Barrie-Job-Fair-January-23rd-2020-s/1643.htm  

http://barrielibrary.libnet.info/events
http://www.jobscanadafair.com/Barrie-Job-Fair-January-23rd-2020-s/1643.htm


The Barrie Police offer the fol-

lowing suggestions to increase 

your security in your home/

apartment: 

 Always lock your vehicles 

and remove all valuables 

 Keep entrances to your 

home locked, including 

balcony/patio doors. 

 In apartment buildings, do 

not give strangers access 

to the building.  Only give 

access to your visitors 

when they arrive. 

 Please report any observa-

ble security concerns to 

the housing staff 

You can call the Barrie Police 

directly at  (705) 725-7025 to 

report any suspicious activity or 

any non-emergency situation 

requiring Police assistance. 

911 should always be called any 

life threatening emergency.  

Tenant Report Record 

Always keep a personal record of any calls 

made to report suspicious behaviour or 

crime.  Be as detailed as possible in your 

record. 

 Who was called (Housing emergency 

number, Barrie Police, 911) 

 Time called 

 Witnesses (if any) 

 Damages to any property (personal 

or building) 

 Injuries 

211 

211 is a three digit help line and is also available 

online at wwww.211ontario.ca  

This will connect you with personalized information 

about community, social, health and government ser-

vices in your area.  This helpline is available 24/7 for 

free, confidential information about community pro-

grams and services in over 150 languages. 



Winter Contest 

 Share your favourite hockey moment and win this brand 

new pair of Bauer hockey skates!   

One submission will be chosen at random to win and be featured 

in the Spring Newsletter. 

Skates are Men's 8.5 

 

Hockey has been a  long time beloved pas-

time in Canada.  In 50 words or more, tell 

us about your favourite hockey mo-

ment.  Was it skating on a frozen pond?  

Watching Team Canada score? The time 

your Uncle Gerry  accidentally scored 

on his own net?  We want to hear it!  

Please include your name, phone num-

ber and address (Your phone number 

and address will not be published. 

Draw to take place on Feb. 29/20 

How to Enter: 

Email your submission to 

karey@barriehousing.com 

Drop off your submission at your 

site office or Tenant Services care 

of the Community Development 

Manager 

Mail your submission to: 

Community Development Manag-

er, 549 Yonge St, Barrie, ON, L4N 

7P8 

All entries must be received be-

fore Feb. 28, 2020 



Congratulations  
To our last contest winner, Michele from Coulter.  Michele submitted her fondest meal memory and won a 

$50 grocery card.  This is what Michelle had to share with us: 

 

1. Cook a half cup each red peppers and onions in butter in a large sauce pan .  Cook on med-high for 

approx. 5 minutes until vegetables begin to soften. 

2. Add cream cheese, stir on low heat until melted. 

3. Add turkey, corn , broth and milk.  Stir frequently until all is heated through. 

4. Serve topped with remaining red peppers and black pepper to taste. 

 

Bon Appetit! 

My favourite homemade meal was and 

still is Turkey Cream Soup.  Any time my 

Mom made this soup I knew that there 

was a special occasion just around the 

corner.  Growing up we didn’t have 

much and my parents were immigrants 

to Canada.  My parents worked very 

and we didn’t always see much of them, 

but I knew when this soup was being 

prepared it would come with family 

time.  Unfortunately, my mother is now 

terminally ill and she can no longer 

make this soup.  I make it now and my 

father and family enjoy it and I am re-

minded of my mother who was once a 

fabulous cook and baker. 

Turkey Cream Soup 

• 1 cup chopped red pepper 

(divided) 

• 1/2 cup chopped onion 

• 2 tablespoon butter 

• 1 brick cream cheese (250g) 

• 2 cups shredded cooked turkey 

• 1 can creamed corn (341ml) 

• 2 cups chicken broth 

• 3/4 cup milk 

• 1/2 teaspoon cracked black pep-

per 


